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• Circle 1 represents God’s estimations of what are shameful 

• Circle 2 represents the emotions of the person who accepts 
the shame estimations of others 

• Circle 3 represents society’s estimations of what is shameful 
 

• It is possible to be shamed (by God or by society) and yet not 
feel ashamed. 

• It is best when society shames individuals only for the things 
which God determines to be shameful 

• It is best when the individual only feels ashamed before God 
and men when he has violated God’s determinations 
 

• Most of the shame the psalmists want deliverance from 
involves that of section D.   
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I. AN OVERLOOKED MATTER 

A. When Americans speak of shame, we tend to think in terms either of 
emotional embarrassment or of moral guilt. 

1. InBut in many other cultures of the world, there is a strong third 
element—a social concern about status in the eyes of others. 

2. Leland J. White, “Americans, by way of comparison to 
Mediterraneans, may speak of honor at times, but they do 
not give it the central role it plays in traditional Mediter-
ranean life….In mainstream U. S. life, in fact, self-esteem is 
both more significant than public esteem and weakly linked 
to public esteem.  The U. S. individual who ignores what 
others think and charts his or her own course is considered 
principled, conscientious.”  (BTB 25 (Spring 1995): 17). 

B. The world of the Bible is such a place and time. 

1. That doesn’t make our culture better or worse—just different. 

2. Understanding that difference will help us in Bible study and in 
application to life. 

C. Example: In American culture, we value the one who goes it alone and 
is an independent thinker. In other cultures, such a person is a fool. 

II. EXAMPLES OF THE OVERSIGHT 

A. Gen 4:5, Cain’s fallen face. G. Singgih (Asia Journal of Theology), 
“Look at the commentaries written in the West!  Are they 
paying enough attention to the significance of this phrase?” 

B. Psalm 25:1-3 & evangelical commentaries. Losing spiritual glow? 



III. MAGNITUDE OF THE ISSUE 

A. There are hundreds of references to shame in both OT & NT. 

▪ Terms: shame, dishonor, reproach, revilement, insult, disgrace, 
byword, etc.  

▪ Actions: taunting, teasing, harassing, blaspheming, spitting, 
wagging the head, hissing, hanging the head, hiding the face, 
blushing, growing pale, sackcloth & ashes, etc. 

B. Likewise, there are hundreds of references to the opposite spectrum. 

▪ Terms: glory, honor, name, praise, repute, etc. 

▪ Actions: praising, cheering, lifting up the head, showing the face 

IV. Shame in the Ancient World 

A. Preoccupation with honor and shame is evident in the literature of 
the Ancient Near East, Greece, Rome, and Israel. 

1. In Assyria & Babylon texts, parents sometimes named their 
children with prayers for protection from shame. 

 La-ba-ši-i-li  = Let me not be put to shame, O my God 

 At-kal-ši-ul-a-ba-aš = I trusted in her & not was put to shame 

 Nabû-alsi-ul-a-ba-aš = I appealed to Nabu & was not put to 
shame 

2. In the Talmud (writings from Rabbis in Babylon) we read: “Abaye 
asked Rabbi Dimi: What do people most carefully avoid in 
Palestine?—He replied: Putting others to shame.” 

V. Shame in the Old Testament 

A. Divine Shame — God Determines What is Shameful 

1. Sin not only renders man guilty but ashamed before God. 

2. God’s people reflect these estimations about sin related things. 

• Compare 2 Sam 2:8 & 9:6 with 1 Chron 8:33-34 

• The birth names of these boys are Eshbaal (“Man of Baal”) 
and Merib-baal (“Baal is Advocate”)  

• Since these names include the pagan title “Baal,” the author 
of 2 Samuel deliberately substitutes the word “baal” with the 
word “bosheth” (“shame”) to declare what God’s thoughts 
about Baal worship were: Ishbosheth (“man of shame”) and 
Mephibosheth (“dispeller of shame”). 

B. Human Shame Tactics 

1. Political-Warfare Shaming. Example: 2 Sam 10:1-5. Hunan the 
Ammonite shames David’s envoys 

2. Formal Judicial Shaming. Example: Deut 25:5-10. The law of 
levirate marriage.  The unwilling brother is spat in the face & 
walks away on one shoe. 

3. Informal Social Shaming. Street Shaming. Includes most of the 
references to shame in the psalms. 

VI. Shame in the Psalms 

A. The narratives about David show him frequently interacting with 
others on the basis of shame and honor. 

1. 1 Sam 18:23b, when David is approached about marrying the 
king’s daughter, he confesses that he is a man of low status 

2. But as the stories continue, David gains more and more honor 
while Saul gains more and more shame. 

3. Sometimes David is noble in his pursuit of honor, but sometimes 
he is not as in his feud with Nabal (1 Sam. 25) 

B. In the Psalms we see David at his best, not fighting in the flesh to 
maintain his honor but waiting on the Lord to deliver him. 


